
BE IT RESOLVED that ARTICLE IX - MEMBER CONGREGATION be AMENDED as follows: 

 

Current Wording: 

ARTICLE IX. - MEMBER CONGREGATION  

 

Suggested guidelines for organization of member congregation’s LWMS mission-directed activities:  

 

A. Organization  

1. The women of a congregation may divide into a group or groups or divide within an existing 

group.  

 

2. A reporter shall be elected or selected for the group or groups, or the congregation. The reporter 

shall serve as the communicator within the group/groups and congregation. She may serve as 

chair. She shall serve as the local liaison to the circuit and to LWMS as requested. If a non-

circuit congregation, the reporter is the communicator to LWMS.  

 

3. The group, groups, or women of the congregation as a whole may meet monthly or as 

determined by the women. (It is recommended that they meet at least quarterly.)  

 

4. If a group desires to have a set of bylaws for matters not covered by the LWMS or circuit bylaws, 

they are free to have one.  

 

5. Each member congregation shall be entitled to one delegate and one alternate at the annual 

convention.  

 

NOTE: Under any organizational basis, the interest and wishes of the member congregation and 

pastor must be respected.  

 

B. Spiritual Growth  

 

The pastor may present Bible studies/devotions or serve as discussion leader. The reporter (or other 

designated women) may act in this capacity with the guidance and approval of the pastor.  

 

C. Mission Awareness  

 

The pastor, reporter, chairman, or other designated women shall present mission information at the 

meeting. The reporter shall promote the Befriend A Mission program. The official publications and Web 

site of LWMS may be used as sources of current mission information. The pastor is also a resource for 

mission information.  

 

D. Mission Offerings  

1. Mission offerings through the use of mission boxes or other methods of collection shall be    

gathered as determined by the women. (It is recommended that they be collected at least semi-

annually.)  

2. Mission offerings shall be remitted to the LWMS circuit treasurer if a member of a circuit. If not, 

non-circuit and individual members shall remit mission offerings directly to the LWMS treasurer 

c/o the Central Office. (See Article X. - Mission Offerings.)  



 

E. Duties of Reporters  

 

1. The reporter(s) shall receive the official LWMS publications.  

 

2. The reporter shall transmit information from the official LWMS publications, area circuit news, 

plus all other pertinent information to the congregation with the cooperation of the local pastor.  

 

3. The reporter shall supervise the ordering and distribution of mission boxes and official 

publications of the LWMS.  

 

4. The reporter shall promote the Befriend A Mission program on the congregational level.  

 

5. The reporter shall see to it that the annual membership dues for her congregation are remitted 

by January 1 of each year to LWMS c/o the Central Office.  

 

6. The reporter shall see to it that a delegate and alternate from her congregation are appointed or 

elected by May 1 for the annual convention held each June. The delegate will serve to ratify 

necessary business presented at the annual convention by the board.  

 

7. The reporter(s) of a congregation shall receive the ballots. Only one ballot in each election is to 

be returned from each congregation; otherwise all ballots from the congregation are invalid. 



Proposed Wording 

 

ARTICLE IX. - MEMBER CONGREGATION    

NOTE: The Reporter shall work in cooperation with the pastor when carrying out her duties. 

 

A. Organization 

 

1. Congregational membership extends to each confirmed female member of the 

congregation. 

2. A woman shall be designated to serve as the reporter. She shall serve as the LWMS 

liaison to the congregation. 

3. The reporter shall work with the women of the congregation to determine if a formal or 

informal structure is more effective for the congregation.  

4. Each member congregation shall be entitled to one delegate and one alternate at the 

Annual LWMS Convention.   

a. The delegate shall serve to ratify necessary business presented at the 

annual convention by the board. 

b. Should the delegate be unable to fulfill her duties, the alternate shall serve in 

her place. 

5. Each member congregation shall be entitled to one vote for LWMS International Board 

positions and mission projects. 

 

B. Spiritual Growth and Mission Awareness 

  

1. The reporter shall present mission-focused Bible studies or devotions as opportunities 

arise. 

2. The reporter shall share prayer requests for missions and missionaries with the 

congregation. 

3. The reporter shall share the Befriend A Mission assignments and kids c.a.r.e. information 

with the congregation. 

4. The reporter shall present mission information to the congregation. This information can 

come from official LWMS publications, the LWMS and WELS websites, or the reporter’s 

pastor. 

 

C. Mission Offerings 

 

1. Mission offerings shall be gathered through the use of mission boxes or other methods of 

collection. It is recommended that offerings be collected at least semi-annually. 

 2. Mission offerings shall be remitted to the LWMS circuit treasurer if the congregation is  

a member of a circuit. Non-circuit and individual members shall remit mission offerings to 

the LWMS treasurer, c/o Central Office.  (See Article X. - Mission Offerings.) 

 

 

D. Duties of Reporters 

  



1. The reporter shall receive the official LWMS publications and share that information with 

the congregation. She shall also share circuit news and all other pertinent mission 

information.  

2. The reporter shall supervise the ordering and distribution of mission boxes and/or mission 

envelopes and official LWMS publications. 

 3. The reporter shall share Befriend A Mission information with the congregation.  

             4.        The reporter shall encourage use of kids c.a.r.e. materials as applicable within the                        

congregation.  

5. The reporter shall ensure that the annual membership dues for her congregation are 

remitted by January 1 of each year to LWMS, c/o Central Office. 

6. The reporter shall inquire if there are women from the congregation attending the annual 

convention who are willing to serve as the delegate or alternate. The delegate and 

alternate shall register as such with Central Office by May 1.  

7.         The reporter shall receive the official ballot. This is the only ballot that should be returned 

to Central Office.  

 

REASONING for changes 

This section was revised to simplify the bylaws and give reporters more freedom to carry out their 

duties in the way that works best in their congregation. The revision officially adds the commonly 

held practice that membership is extended to all confirmed females of a congregation, which has 

not been previously stated in the bylaws. 


	2020 Bylaws Amendment To Delegates current wording
	2020 Proposed Bylaws Changes - Final Version with reasoning,jm,dk

